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Abstract
Indigenous languages come from the land. Indigenous languages carry ancestral
knowledges of continental biodiversity spanning millennia. The vitality of these Indigenous
languages has been disrupted by residential schools and conservation policies. There is
now an ideological shift within conservation, outdoor recreation, and ecological
sustainability groups to meaningfully include Indigenous Peoples in decision-making
processes affecting the land.

As with ecological variances, hundreds of Indigenous languages are spoken across this
continent — each with interdependent histories spanning many thousands of years. Each
of these languages represent entirely different ways of thinking about the environment,
and ones’ identity within those environments.

Each Indigenous language makes meaning differently, with land-oriented inference buried
within each nuanced utterance. Words and concepts are specific to each individual
Indigenous language within its language families. As one small example, many lands are
known to have multiple Indigenous place names. The degree of connection between
Indigenous language communities and the lands on which they are spoken is often
represent through morphosemantic inference. Ancestral Indigenous knowledges related to
stewardship and relationality are often deeply embedded within these morphemes.

The many diverse Indigenous languages across this continent represent ways of being not
otherwise available in English, French or Spanish. However, colonial policies related to
parks and residential schools have contributed to the forced removal of Indigenous
Peoples from their ancestral homelands. In 1890, Banff National Park would form as the
first national park in Canada. They would immediately begin a 30-year campaign to remove
all Indigenous Peoples from the park boundaries. This narrative would set the precedent
for what colonizers would claim as dedicated outdoor recreation, conservation and
protected areas.

However, this narrative is changing. The first park to collaboratively involve Indigenous
Peoples in parks management and the development of conservation areas would be
Edéhzhíe Protected Area in 2018 — nearly 130 years after Banff National Park. In the three
years since the development of the Edéhzhíe Protected Area, the national public would
hold parks, protected areas, and conservation management plans accountable to include
Indigenous Peoples in their strategies and planning. This has occurred with various degrees
of involvement.
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Four Goals
1. Research Indigenous connection to lands through language.

2. Reflect on the ongoing role of colonization through parks and protected areas.

3. Relate to the personal stories of Indigenous Peoples affected by parks.

4. Respond through personal, organizational, institutional levels.

Activity

Research
Consider a park or protected area. Research that land area, and the Indigenous
communities of the region. Look up the placenames of that region. Consider how parks or
protected areas affect Indigenous communities of that region.
Sample maps have been provided.

Reflect
You are also asked to apply your personal reflections throughout this engagement.
This workbook has prompts which you may be asked to share during the presentation.
There will be opportunities to share your answers anonymously.

Relate
You will be asked to listen attentively as we share our experiences of language and parks
and protected areas. Our experiences as your speakers are unique but shared.
Consider the plurality of experiences felt across the continent.

Respond
Like tea steeping, you will react and respond differently in your area. How you respond to
these shared stories is yours, though we encourage you to draw on your personal insight to
inform changes at organizational, institutional, and government levels.
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Reflections

Research: List an Indigenous placename and translation for a protected area.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Reflect: Does this placename represent land differently than its colonial name?

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Relate: Write your thoughts while listening to Elder Eileen Beaver and Kyle Napier.

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Respond: Consider different parks jurisdictions. What could reconciliation look like?

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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